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THE SKYLARK
Longstowe Parish Newsletter

April 2012

Longstowe Parish Council News
Parish Council Open Meeting Thursday 
19 April 7.15pm Longstowe Village Hall

Parish Council AGM Wednesday 9 May 
7.15pm Longstowe Village Hall

At our February Meeting Dick Murden (Parish 
Path Coordinator) presented his report of 
work completed during 2011/12. Dick has also 
confirmed that he is willing to continue the role 
for 2012/13 and the PC wish to express their 
appreciation to Dick for his continued hard 
work. We would also like to thank Bill Slater for 
keeping our Bus Shelters clean and tidy and 
I would like to thank other Councillors for all 
their hard work over the past year with cutting 
the village pound, mending fences etc.

Parish Clerk
Following 3 years of working as Longstowe 
Parish Clerk Margaret will be standing down 
from this role as of May 2012. I want to 
personally say a very big thank you to Margaret 
for all her help, support and advice and to 
wish her all the best for the years to ahead. 
We advertised for a new Clerk in a previous 
edition of the Skylark and are happy to report 
that a resident of the village has registered 
an interest. As discussions are still currently 
on going I am not in a position at present to 
disclose the resident’s name, but will by our 
next edition of the skylark.

Precept 2012/2013
The budget and precept for 2012/13 has been 
reviewed at a number of meetings and was 
finally set at the January meeting. SCDC have 
been advised that a Parish precept of £4,550 
will be required in 2011/12 for Longstowe, 
which is an increase of £350 compared to 
11/12. The council knows that many people 
are having financial worries at this present 
time and we have tried to keep this in mind 
when setting the precept. However, we have 
also had to take into account that we may 
have elections in May 2012 and we were 

advised by SCDC to estimate elections costs 
of £750 within the precept. 

Speed Reduction A1198
The council are still working on speed 
reduction measures for the A1198 north of the 
village, especially after local residents have 
again raised concerns re accidents at/around 
the Fox Junction. Cllr Sebastian Kindersley 
has recommended that representatives 
(residents included) of Longstowe should 
attend the Police Panel Meetings to bring this 
road safety problem to the panels’ attention. 
Unfortunately, the next meeting is on April 
19th (7.30pm Gamlingay Village College), 
which coincides with the PC Open Meeting. 
However, residents are more than welcome 
to attend the Police Panel Meeting to raise 
their concerns and I will send a report to the 
meeting raising the concerns of the PC. The 
following Police meeting is July 19th 7.30pm 
at Haslingfield Village Hall. 

Speedwatch
As a follow on from the information above Cllr 
Sebastian Kindersley advised that Longstowe 
should also pursue joining ‘Speedwatch’, 
which Arrington and Bourn among other 
villages are currently in. This is something the 
PC have spoken about before so if residents 
are interested please let the PC know and we 
will re-look into this. For further information 
please view the Cambs Constabulary site 
http://www.cambs.police.uk/roadsafety/
speedwatch/

Police News
There have been a couple of reports of 
suspicious activity around the Croydon area 
during early March, where a white panel van 
with two males have been approaching a 
resident and asking about scrap metal, as well 
as looking around the residents garden. Please 
be extra vigilant at this time, and ensure where 
possible that all your items that may attract 
this kind of attention are hidden from view. 
Please call the Police on 101 to report any 

http://www.cambs.police.uk/roadsafety/speedwatch/
http://www.cambs.police.uk/roadsafety/speedwatch/
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suspicious behaviour or 999 in emergencies, 
please include any index numbers of vehicles, 
colours, makes/models and descriptions of 
persons where possible.

Christmas 2012 wishes / Easter 2013 
wishes printed in Skylark
As some residents are away over Christmas 
or Easter, but want to send their best wishes 
to friends and family in the village, the Parish 
Council have discussed re residents publishing 
their Christmas/Easter wishes within the 
Skylark. This is something we are aware a 
couple of residents are interested in doing 
and a donation of £5 has been suggested. If 
you would like to add a Christmas or Easter 
wish to the skylark then please contact Sally 
(Skylark editor) or Zoe (Chair PC) for further 
information.

Advertising in Skylark – Non-Village 
Resident
Over the past few months the editor of the 
Skylark and the PC have received enquiries 
concerning advertising in the Skylark from 
non-village residents. The PC does not want 
the Skylark to be taken over by ads, but have 
discussed the possibility of local businesses 
advertising for a small charge as is done in 
the Bourn magazine. Following discussions 
it was decided that non-village businesses 
who wished to advertise in the Skylark are 
charged £5 for an 8th of a page per edition 
(£20 annually). 

Village residents are more than welcome to 
continue to advertise their business for free.

Zoe Burton
Chairperson Longstowe Parish Council

Church News
The Churchyard of St Mary The Virgin, 
Longstowe – Background to Churchyard 
Policy and Guidance 2012:
Our beautiful churchyard was last mapped in 
October 1996 by Alan Straney and the Plan 
shows the new progression of Plot Numbers 
together with the original Plot numbers, as 
recorded by John and Monica Allen in 1987 as 
part of the Cambridgeshire History Society. In 
addition to plot numbers the map indicates a 
number of reserved plots reflecting the wishes 
of long-standing parishioners and in many 
cases active worshippers at the Church. With 
the change of Church Wardens last Autumn 
and new members of the PCC , it seems 
an opportune time to check the position of 
the churchyard plan on the ground, and to 
put in place a policy and guide for future 
use covering not only new graves but also 

maintenance and management for the benefit 
of the environment.

The reader may be aware of the practice of 
reserving plots. This has happened for at least 
30 years and although these reservations 
have no legality in the eyes of the Church, it 
is important to state that no member of the 
current PCC would wish to cause upset and 
anxiety in respect of these reserved plots; so 
any agreed strategy and guidance for allocating 
future plots, given the lack of pressure on the 
churchyard where possible, shall take into 
account the wishes of the named holders of 
the reservations.

Comments have also been made over the last 
ten years or so that:
“The churchyard is becoming full and there is 
perhaps enough room on the present ground 
for the next 15 years”. 
“The only really free space for new graves is 
mainly to the north side of the church”

The key points from the Policy and Guidance 
document are now detailed. Please do speak 
to the Church Wardens if you would like 
to read the document in full and view the 
Map. 

Finally the reader may be interested in 
considering The Arbory Trust near Barton, 
Cambridge www.arborytrust.org.uk which 
is developing a very attractive Christian 
woodland burial site as an alternative to our 
churchyard.

Thus:
• Ownership of the churchyard: The 

‘ownership’ of the churchyard is vested in 
the incumbent for the use of the parishioners 
The ‘ownership’ of the churchyard remains 
with the Church forever, even when an area 
subsequently becomes a grave or place of 
interment of cremated remains. The relatives 
to the burial never take ownership.

• Right to burial: In a consecrated churchyard 
every parishioner has a right of burial in the 
churchyard, provided there is space available 
and the churchyard has not been closed 
for burials by Order in Council. In addition 
any person whose name is on the electoral 
roll of the parish at the time of their death 
also has a right to burial although they may 
be outside of the parish. The decision in 
the latter instance resting with the Team 
Rector and the Church Wardens taking into 
consideration both sufficient connection 
and pastoral reason. However there is no 
right of burial in any particular part of a 
churchyard.

http://www.arborytrust.org.uk
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• Reservation of grave spaces: An 
incumbent (or member of the PCC, or any 
other person) cannot grant or assure anyone 
of a right of burial in a particular place in the 
churchyard or area for cremated remains. 
The exception is where an application for a 
faculty has been granted by the Chancellor 
of the Diocese, with a designated space for a 
named person, in the churchyard. Faculties 
are normally subject to a five-year time 
limit for implementation and are granted 
on fulfilment of certain conditions, and at a 
cost.

• Finally: On undertaking investigations into 
the churchyard to draw up the policy on 
future use for burials within the consecrated 
grounds, there was an expectation that we 
would have to position any new graves to 
the north side of the church. However from 
the results our investigations decisions for 
future burials other than those exceptions 
detailed above, will be based on the land 
as shown by the hatched area on the Map 
and extend the area of choice. Further, this 
map will be revisited on a five yearly basis, 
and continuing capacity will be confirmed. 
The map will be published to the community 
as a whole.

Maintenance of the Churchyard
Trees in the churchyard: Maintenance 
of trees in the churchyard falls to the PCC 
and they are responsible for ensuring all 
trees within the churchyard are safe. A risk 
assessment of any trees should take place 
from time to time and noted in the Risk 
Register, and steps taken to remedy any 
unsafe tree within the churchyard.
Planting of trees in the churchyard is at the 
discretion of the incumbent and PCC and 
details of the type and proposed planting 
position of any tree must be submitted for 
their approval prior to any such action being 
undertaken. 

Confetti: The throwing of confetti is permitted, 
however the policy for our church is that the 
confetti chosen should be environmentally 
friendly.

Churchyard Mowing: The Churchyard Policy 
is about striking a balance to keep churchyard 
looking maintained and cared for, whilst 
having consideration to the provision of places 
for wildlife to flourish in suitable areas within 
the churchyard. 

The compost area can only be used for green 
waste and parishioners must please take away 
plastic bags, oasis etc.

Revd Alexandra writes:
Easter – the coming back to life of the executed 
Jesus – is the hinge on which all existence and 
meaning rests in Christian understanding. 
This year the suspense, drama, tragedy and 
joy of Holy Week and Easter are concentrated 
into the first few days of this month, when 
our local churches will be following the final 
events in Jesus’ earthly life – his triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, his last 
supper on Maundy Thursday, his execution on 
Good Friday and God’s gift of a new form of 
life on Easter Sunday. Everyone is invited to 
attend any of our acts of worship during Holy 
Week, including a service of holy communion 
for the whole team, to recall that last supper 
of Jesus and his disciples, in Eltisley at 7:30pm 
on Maundy Thursday in which our Archdeacon, 
Ven John Beer will be leading us. Working 
together through the momentous events of 
the week will help us to understand more fully 
the extraordinary impact of Easter Day.

Easter is the pinnacle of our Christian 
celebrations, but I recognise how easy it can 
be, once we’ve finished the Easter eggs, to 
stop thinking about Easter, and move on to 
the next thing. But the Christian message 
of the death and resurrection of Jesus is a 
message not of ‘business as usual’, but of 
transformation and the possibility of change 
for the better even in the bleakest of situations. 
It’s about the beginning of a new form of life in 
which the grace of God can repeatedly renew 
and resource us. On the evening of that first 
Easter day, when no one quite understood 
what had happened, two of Jesus’ followers 
were walking to a place called Emmaus. As 
they walked, they discussed the roller-coaster 
events of the previous days and all that 
people were saying about Jesus being alive 
again. They were joined by a traveller who, 
in conversation, helped them to understand 
the significance of what had been happening. 
When they reached Emmaus the traveller 
stayed to eat with them. When he blessed the 
bread and shared it out the friends realised 
that it was indeed Jesus, come among them. 
At that moment of realisation Jesus vanished 
from their sight. 

It can be in the most unexpected of places, 
with the most unlikely of people that we come 
to some of the most profound understandings 
of our lives – those moments when things just 
click and we make sense of the world. The spirit 
of Easter, of continuing renewal and rebirth, is 
not confined to one day in early Spring, to be 
packed away again afterwards until another 
year, rather it should accompany us through 
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all the highs and lows of daily life, and then we 
may glimpse something of the divine around 
us and appreciate the continuing presence of 
God in our lives every single day.

May God bless you richly this Eastertide.

Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
To be held at St Mary the Virgin Longstowe 

12th April @7.30pm 
• Meeting of  Parishioners 

Followed by 
• Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Longstowe Village Hall Quiz Night
10th March 2011

A fantastic evening of fun and hilarity was 
presented to some 90 people by our very own 
‘John Humphries – I have started so I will 
finish’ Peter White.

Do you know the common name for the 
Pasque Flower or the singers of Ebony and 
Ivory? Well some did but not all! Sad to say 
the Longstowe teams were pushed into 2nd 
place by a team from Bourn, with a mere 
point separating winners and runner ups. It 
does mean that at some stage we shall have 
to have a return match to redeem ourselves 
and probably ‘arrange to phone a friend’ at 
the same time!

To everyone who came on the night and 
helped us to raise £779.78 much thanks. 
Also very many grateful thanks to Peter our 
Question Master, Alma for managing the 
logistics of tables and the delivery of very hot 
fish and chips, Tesney for her score keeping, 
Sheena for the raffle and Tone for his financial 
prowess. 

Calling Volunteers for 
Open Gardens Longstowe
Afternoon Sunday 3rd June 2012
What: ‘Garden Ramble with a Mad Hatters 
Style Tea Party’ 

A ramble around the village to view open 
gardens, possibly incorporating a Treasure 
Hunt (clues in each location ) Teas at Village 
Hall with children encouraged to wear fancy 
dress and face painting. Prizes for Treasure 
Hunt, and best fancy dress.
Why: Monies raised will support St Mary the 
Virgin Longstowe and VIP Companionship for 
Older People (Reg. charity no. 1140646)
Time: Sunday 3rd June 1pm to 5pm
Where: We already have some Gardens 
volunteered at points along the Village and it 

would be brilliant if other would like to join 
in. 
Refreshments: Available throughout the 
afternoon: Teas, scones, sandwiches and cake 
& jellies!
Marketing: Event to be advertised both 
within the Village and outside. 
Needed: Further gardens very welcome, 
also Tea makers, face painters, helpers and 
bunting.
If you think you would like to get involved but 
are not keen to open your own garden, we 
know of lots of people who would welcome 
a helping hand for an hour in getting their 
garden ready to go. Or, you might like to 
help in spreading the word to your friends, 
relatives, colleagues or at the school gate. 
We really do need you!
Please do call Maddy on 01954 718303 if you 
want to know more. 

Longstowe Sports Club 
Cricket 2012
With a new season starting at the end of april 
the club is always looking for new players. 
for anyone interested useful contacts are: 
Richard Charter, Captain, 07877 142308, Paul 
Murden, Vice Captain, 07905 246557, John 
Gooch 07951 246557

The club has two teams in the Cambridgeshire 
Junior League playing Saturdays. this year 
with have teamed up with Arrington & Hatley 
C.C. with most Sunday Friendlies being played 
at Hatley.

Anyone wanting a fixture card please contact 
me, Dick Murden on 01954 719628

Village News
LONGSTOWE VILLAGE HALL 
A little bit of history and a view of the 
future 
Longstowe Village Hall as it now stands, was 
built in 1968 to replace a small cricket pavilion 
on the sports ground. 

It is a simple wooden structure built on stilts 
without foundations, and in line with buildings 
of its day, has no insulation. However, with 
regular maintenance, much of it voluntary, it 
has stood the test of time. 

It has been the home of Longstowe cricket 
and sometimes football, and has been the 
only village amenity since it was built, for 
clubs, groups and societies to meet, and for 
exercise classes and dancing to take place. 
It has been the venue for New Year’s Eve 
celebrations, birthday parties, anniversaries, 
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weddings, quizzes, coffee mornings, jumble 
sales, pantomimes, village fete, and harvest 
supper and in recent years a number of balls. 
It brings back many fond memories for many 
people and has served the community well. 

Sadly however, it is getting towards the end of 
its life. It has had some major issues for some 
years, including a sagging roof and a floor that 
cannot be sanded any more times! Lack of 
insulation causes the hall to be bitterly cold in 
winter and curtails its use, and in spite of best 
endeavours has on occasion led to frozen and 
burst pipes. This issue is especially compelling 
at a time when the cost of electricity is so high, 
and energy conservation is a global concern. 

You may remember a number of years ago 
some progress was made towards planning a 
new hall. Unfortunately circumstances at the 
time prevented it from going ahead, and the 
project had to be shelved. 

However, time has moved on, and as some 
of you will already be aware, the village hall 
committee is once again looking closely into 
what it would take to rebuild the village hall. A 
number of people have been to talk to us from 
Cambridgeshire ACRE and the district council 
about the work it will entail, so we have a fair 
understanding now of what is involved. 

The Committee is now considering how to 
move forward. Members of the committee are 
hesitant to take on more commitments than 
they have already in the day to day running of 
the hall but are keen to support the project. 
The committee is therefore looking for 
expertise, particularly within the village, to 
help take the project forward; this could take 
the form of project management, applications 
for grants, local fundraising, architectural 
design, surveying, building works etc. And, 
depending on the response to this plea, 
possibly to appoint a professional to oversee 
the project and other people with knowledge 
and expertise in particular fields. 

This is a long term project and will not be 
accomplished overnight, but we are confident 
that the project is both desirable and 
achievable. We hope you do too. 

If you have a skill that you could offer, 
please would you consider getting 
involved with the project. 

And in order to attract funding it is very 
important too that the community is seen 
to be behind the project. Please look out 
for opportunities to show your support. 

For more information please get in touch 
with either Mandy Holland (01954 718385, 

email: benholland493@btinternet.com), 
or Jane Bowden (email: jane@glebehouse.
eu) 

LONGSTOWE VILLAGE HALL 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday, 4th April 2012 
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Meeting OPEN to ALL residents 
Please come and support your 

Village Hall

Quiz Night
I was recently invited to host a fund raising 
quiz evening for our church in Longstowe. 
It was a complete joy for me to be working 
alongside Alma and her team who had worked 
so hard to ensure everything had been thought 
of. The whole evening, including our fish and 
chip supper and raffle went very smoothly 
indeed, amid much merriment. I’d like to 
thank Tesney for her help keeping tabs on the 
scores, despite a few light hearted attempts 
to confuse her by a team who had been 
‘enjoying the evening’ rather thoroughly! The 
winning team were rewarded with beautifully 
presented, thoughtfully chosen prizes.

Longstowe community spirit at its best.
 Peter White

Calling Bourn School!
You’re fabulous!

Your Christingle Candle collection came to an 
impressive £104. Those coins all add up, no 
matter how small or large. A huge thank you 
from The Children’s Society.
Added to the collection from Longstowe 
Church, it all totalled £287.
Thank you everyone who was involved.
 Daphne

LO N G S T O W E  V I L L A G E  H A L L
New members  

* needed *
Join your VERY FRIENDLY  
Village Hall team NOW!
Contact Mandy: 718385, or  

email Jane: jane@glebehouse.eu
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A Big Thank You
To all our friends in Longstowe and Bourn who, 
throughout the Autumn and Winter, have been 
concerned for our welfare.

We have had many visitors, phone calls and 
offers of help, some of which we have been 
pleased and grateful to accept as we no longer 
have a car.

Your support has been superb, so please 
accept our very sincere and grateful thanks.

 Victor & Doris Jarvis

The Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee

5th June 2012

Afternoon Tea

served in the Village Hall
from 3pm to 5pm

Longstowe Walkers
Sunday 1st April: Meet at Longstowe Village 
Hall 10.30 am. This will be a circular walk to 
Bourn and back, with possible pub stop for 
coffee (3 to 4 miles). Everybody welcome.

 Dick Murden (01954 719628)

Good Service
I was unfortunate enough to suffer an oil fired 
boiler failure during the recent cold spell, 
when temperatures touched -14°C outside. I 
contacted Messrs. Shelford Energy (I use them 
routinely for boiler service) who promptly 
visited to sort things out. The fault turned out 
to be an elusive one needing more than one 
return visit.

Shelfords persisted until the fault was resolved 
satisfactorily. They were always prompt with 
appointments and prepared to fit in with my 
working hours. I feel I paid a completely fair 
price, considering the nature of the work 
required. I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend 
them to anyone living locally.

I have no connection with Shelford Energy, 
other than having used them for service 
during the past few years.
 Peter White

Theft of oil in South Cambridgeshire
There has been theft of oil from St Andrews 
Church in Caxton sometime between December 
1st and 15th. There have been similar incidents 
in other areas of South Cambridgeshire and we 
are urging people to check their oil tanks on a 
regular basis and take measures to try secure 
their tanks.   Security Measures: Make sure 
that your oil tank is not visible from the road, 
and if it is, fences, trellis, trees or hedging 
can be installed to make the tank less visible 
to passers by.    If you gates on your drive, 
then keep them closed when away from your 
property.    Use a movement sensitive security 
light placed near the oil tank that will come on 
if there is any movement near the tank.   Small 
infrared cameras are fairly cheap these days. 
A covert camera to record the number plates 
of any vehicles entering your driveway could 
help. It may not stop thieves but may help 
to trace them later. Placing a highly visible 
camera on your house may act as a deterrent 
to opportunist thieves.   Fit a good strong lock; 
although be aware that plastic tanks can be 
drilled which may lead to other problems. Not 
only do you have to buy a new oil tank but you 
may have an environmental problem cleaning 
up the spilt oil.    There are products that 
monitor oil levels and sends a radio signal to 
a receiver inside the house. It can also detect 
when the oil level drop dramatically such as 
would happen if there were a leak or theft 
and alerts the receiver unit.    It is still possible 
that even after all these security changes, a 
determined thief could still come along and 
steal your oil but if you make it difficult for 
them they will probably go elsewhere.

 Anna Taylor, Agricole Bourn

Cambridgeshire Riverwalk Sunday 6 May
Join us on Sunday 6th 
May for a great day out 
along the banks of the 
River Cam for a 7, 12 or 
19 mile linear walk. Our 

walk snakes along the Fen Rivers Way following 
the Rivers Cam and Ouse into the heart of the 
Fens. You’ll enjoy fantastic views along the way 
and have a chance to explore the wildlife of the 
Riverside.

Our 7 and 19 mile routes start at Jesus Green, 
Cambridge whilst the 12 mile walkers begin at The 
Motorboat Club, Waterbeach. We’ll be welcoming 
back walkers with refreshments at the end of their 
walk. 

Our top individual fund-raiser that pays in their 
sponsorship money before 31st July 2012 will also 
receive a £25 John Lewis voucher, courtesy of John 
Lewis, St.Andrews Street, Cambridge. 
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For more information and to register, please visit 
www.macmillan.org.uk/walking. If you have any 
questions, please call the team on 0300 1000 200 
or email riverwalk@macmillan.org.uk. If you can’t 
take part but you’d still like to get involved, we have 
lots of volunteer opportunities so please contact us 
on the details above. 

Are you ready to quit smoking for good?

Stop Smoking clinics are available at your 
GP practice and Pharmacy or CAMQUIT 
have some specialist services available at 
additional locations: Mill Road & Chesterton 
– Cambridge, March Library, Ramsey Library, 
St Ives, Doddington Hospital, Princess of Wales 
Hospital (Ely), Oak Tree Centre (Huntingdon), 
Wisbech Market Place & Oasis centre.

You are entitled to prescription only cost (free 
if you don’t pay for your prescriptions) for stop 
smoking support medication when you join 
our programme. Remember you are 4 times 
more likely to succeed if you get support!

Contact CAMQUIT 0800 018 4304 or  
www.camquit.nhs.uk

Holiday Chalets for Hire on Norfolk Coast
Within a two hour drive from Cambridge, 
pleasant, privately owned 2 bed (sleeps 6) or 
3 bed (sleeps 8), self-catering chalets for 
hire (Easter onwards). Situated on California 
Sands Site (5-10 mins to Yarmouth, 20-30 mins 
to Norwich). Site facilities include: Licensed 
Clubroom (entertainment programme mid & high 
season), Indoor Swimming Pool (high season), 
Eating facilities and Amusements with small 
10 Pin Bowling. Reasonable rates (inclusive of 
entrance fees) and weekends considered. 
Great short break if you have little ones - just 
ask our Lily!
If interested please contact Zoe & Alan on 
01954 718184 or 07788 202028 for further 
information.

Papworth Team Ministry
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Home Communion
If you are a regular worshipper and become 

housebound we still want to share in the life of 
your Christian community.  If you are having 

difficulty getting to church, but a lift would make 
that possible please contact the team office on 

01954 719718 and we will be able to help.  If you 
cannot get out and would like to receive Holy 

Communion at home please let the office know and 
we will arrange for the sacrament to be brought to 
you on a regular basis.  This also applies to those 

who are seriously ill and bed bound.

Neighbourhood Watch
Your co-ordinators are:
Deborah Hemmins 719638
Bill Slater   719551
Peter Hemmins  719372
Peter White 719669

If you see an incident, please take all the 
details and jot them down. Numbers, dates, 
times, descriptions. If matters are so urgent 
then dial 999 directly. Otherwise telephone 
01345 456 4564.
Website: www.cambs.police.uk

Longstowe Lighthouse Now, 
before its too late!
Longstowe Lighthouse Feasibility Study 
Group
As we are increasingly aware of the rapid 
changes in climate, both nationally and 
globally, the Government has had to, like the 
rest of continental Europe, make plans to 
safeguard our country for future generations.

With rising sea levels an issue nationally and 
coastal erosion being far more severe in East 
Anglia than almost anywhere else in Britain, 
it is appropriate that we take steps to prepare 
for whatever the future may bring, in terms of 
coastal erosion and readiness for life in a very 
differently shaped county.

As a high point in our county, Longstowe is one 
of around half a dozen possible sites where the 
construction of an inshore lighthouse would 
be possible. 

There are many who doubt the need for such a 
scheme. Perhaps they should remember that 
one of East Anglia’s major cities, Dunwich, has 
all but disappeared into the ever encroaching 
sea.

What can you do to help? In the first instance, 
please attend our meeting at Longstowe Village 
Hall, on Monday 1st April at 7.00 p.m. There 
will be experts on hand to discuss outlines for 
the project and answer any questions. It is 
hoped that there will be sufficient interests 
from residents of Longstowe, so that the style 
of lighthouse, choice of materials from which 
it is to be constructed and exact siting may 
form an acceptable compromise.

When completed, the Longstowe Lighthouse 
would provide a few jobs within the village as 
well as a tourist attraction.

Please check the website for further details 
www.inshorelighthouses.gov.uk

A. F. Day 
Minister for Inshore Maritime Navigation

http://www.macmillan.org.uk/walking
mailto:riverwalk@macmillan.org.uk
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H
om

e C
om

m
union

If you are a regular w
orshipper and becom

e housebound w
e still w

ant to share in the 
life of your C

hristian com
m

unity. If you are having diffi culty getting to church, but a 
lift w

ould m
ake that possible please contact the team

 offi ce on 01954 719718 and w
e 

w
ill be able to help. If you cannot get out and w

ould like to receive H
oly C

om
m

union 
at hom

e please let the offi ce know
 and w

e w
ill arrange for the sacram

ent to be brought 
to you on a regular basis. T

his also applies to those w
ho are seriously ill and bed bound.
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Please let Sally have any item
s for the July 

Skylark by Thursday 21 June.

Tel: 719464 

Em
ail: theskylark@

rocketm
ail.com


