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26 November 2020
To:
Members of the Licensing (2003 Act) Sub-Committee – Councillors
Bill Handley, Deborah Roberts and Eileen Wilson
Dear Sir/Madam
This is a supplement to the previously-published agenda for the meeting of Licensing
(2003 Act) Sub-Committee on Friday, 4 December 2020, containing supplementary
information submitted.
Yours faithfully
Liz Watts
Chief Executive
Requests for a large print agenda must be received at least 48 hours before the
meeting.
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Further information submitted
Email from Vicky Fenton received by Licensing Officer on 16 November 2020
Hi Jane,
I’m sorry not everything as been sent in 1 document, difficult today as I’m at the
hospital. Elissa has put most of them together for me. Below is from DJ Seb
Fontaine who played till 11pm on the 22 August 2020. He is also an eye witness to
the music being switched off at 2am in 2018 and 2019.
He offers words of support too, as he’d got confused and hoped he could still do that,
he was away when the date for final entries was and is very sad he wasn’t able to
add a representation in support of our events.
He is happy to be asked any questions as a witness,
Vicky
>
> I hope that you don’t mind me getting in touch but I do feel qualified to offer my
view on the campaign against The Wildwood Disco and the organisers.
>
> I have quite a unique view on well run festivals as an artist/ entertainer and last
summer was lucky enough to have performed at over 25 festivals. I was first invited
to perform at The Wildwood Disco three years ago and have been lucky enough to
have played at every event since. I am passionate about the environment and was
instantly taken by the event’s attitude to looking after the woods and the dedication
to providing a small (and would always remain so), well run, friendly event for all
ages. We even worked with a dedicated woodsman when building the stage, well
known for eco friendly structures, using sustainable materials (locally sourced) so
nothing was harmed.
>
> I also have a very real connection with Horsheath as my partner grew up there and
her mother still lives next to the church. All her family members have been to the
festival and absolutely look forward to it every year, and see it as a very special
event. Never has she heard the music in the village and she was quite taken back by
the campaign against The Wildwood Disco.
>
> It has been a joy to work for such an eco friendly, small boutique festival. I have
worked at the biggest festivals in the world from Glastonbury to the Radio1 all dayers
(from my time at the BBC) but The Wildwood Disco is my favourite.
>
> Any suggestion that the music went on later than planned is misinformed. I
personally said “good night and thank you” on the microphone at 2am on the dot last
year, and was also last on at the small socially distanced event this summer. I pride
myself as professional, and when I am told what time the licensed music ends … it
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ends.
>
> I am available should you need to confirm anything with me or need my help on
any point with regards to the event.
>
> Sorry to have taken up your valuable time, but events like this are just special, and
I feel that some of the accusations are just not true.
>
> Yours sincerely
>
> Seb Fontaine

Further information regarding ticket sales submitted by Vicky Fenton to
Licensing Officer on 16 November 2020
To: Jackson Jane
Subject: Ticket sales - useful evidence for numbers of people on site and social
distance management

Sunset Social- 12th September
215 tickets sold- see below
12 guest list tickets
Total - 227

Spaced Out 21st/22nd/23rd
Friday day tickets- 47
Saturday day tickets - 106
Sunday day tickets- 40
Weekend tickets come and go- locals- 16
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Weekend camping - 56
29 campers arrived on the Friday therefore Friday total on site - 76 people. We had
around 30 cars parked on site.
Saturday total (max) - 178 people
Sunday total - We had 79 people on site at the time of serving lunch, most campers
left by midday
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Witness Statements
Wild Wood Events Ltd
Licence Objection – Hearing 4th December 2020.

This document includes letters of support from locals and then witness statements from people who came to the
events this summer ‐all in support of the review of the premises license for Wild Wood Events Ltd.

Locals Letters in support sent to us after seeing the posters
As a local business owner I can not see why there are any problems with your venue going ahead as it brings me guests to the hotel for the
weekend, hopefully you will be granted your license for many yrs to come thankyou Ian from The Old Red Lion Inn

Hi may name is Robert French , I live in linton Cb21 having been to the wild wood events , I would like to say , it appears to be one of the
best organised events I’ve been to, other events have also been at the same venue and I have never had an issue with any noise of these other
events....

I am a resident in Linton and have attended the wild wood disco on the past two occasions, I also have my tickets ready for when ever we can
return.
The event is a magical day and evening with an amazing atmosphere.
I feel that you and all involved are very conscientious about the surrounding environment, this is very clear when attending the event.
I feel this is such a wonderful experience and allows people to come together in the most beautiful setting, it would be such a shame if this event
wasn't able to go ahead, I know I speak on behalf of a vast majority of villagers who live near by.
I hope this has helped your case in some way as I very much want to return to the woods.
I would also like to add that it is a small gathering of people on a much smaller scale than many other festivals, I can also confirm that while I
was attending I saw no evidence that trees had been removed to make way for anything.
The event is low key and is on from 2pm untill 2am and not three days as stated in the posters.
Kind regards
Zoe Murfitt Ellam

To whom it may concern.
I would like to give my total support to the Wildwood Disco events that happen on Horseheath.
I live in Sewards End, Saffron Walden, just over 10 minutes from Horseheath. I have attended three Wildwood Disco
events with friends from Saffron Walden and we have enjoyed every event. Wildwood Disco are incredibly
professional in their organisation, from how they man the door, to their security and selling of alcohol.
I attended both events that were on this summer and I can confirm that the music was not too loud and that
everything was finished by 11pm. I spoke to the organisers several times throughout the event to give them my
upmost support for running the events at such a difficult time. I really commend them for their work. These events
were some of the highlights of my year and they really helped many people enjoy some music and dancing.
I would also like to confirm that I have never seen any of the countryside damaged by the Wildwood events.
Everyone is very respectful. The audience at these events are of an older age and from the people I spoke to last
year, many are professional people, all of who respect the countryside.
I am a strong supporter of the arts and support many local events. I regularly attend events at Saffron Hall and
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Screen and Fairycroft House. I have been a governor at Saffron Walden County High for many years, and also at RA
Butler School and was previously a parish counsellor for Sewards End, where I have lived for over 20 years.

If you would like to discuss this matter with me, please do not hesitate to email me or phone 07880 795791.
Regards
Joyce Harper
Wildwood Disco is a great event for the community – it’s nice to have an event to look forward to
locally. The sound has never been an issue.
K Hunsdon
CB21

It infuriates me when people launch negative campaigns like this over a positive event that can bring so
much to the local area when they haven't even bothered to find out about the thing they are complaining
about!
I'm writing in the capacity of a local resident and also as an attendee to Wild Wood Disco last year. As an
attendee, the event was extremely positive and considerate of the local environment; there was very little
litter and the event ended relatively early. Visitors that we met who were not from the area were
pleasantly surprised by how lovely the local area was and many talked about visiting for holidays in the
future which can only be a good thing in the current climate. As a local resident, I have never been
disturbed by any of the local events ‐ so much so that I didn't even know they were happening until 2019,
hence it being my first time to attend. Any assertions to the opposite are exaggerations and definitely do
not reflect my experience.
Jemima Price
CB21
That is such a shame, and I'm very sad to hear anyone could think Wildwood is any threat to wildlife, or that it is anything other than a wellthought through, and extremely well organised fun event once or twice a year, which brings business and appreciation of the lovely setting to the
Horseheath / Linton area.
We have been coming to Wildwood ever since it began. It is such a precious little festival, right on the doorstep. We've always found it to be
small and select, never crowded, easy to arrive and exit. The crowd is fun-loving of all ages, and we often see lots of people local to Linton. The
toilets, entrance and parking / drop-off are well organised. There's always plenty of room to sit and chill on the grass, or dance at one of the
stages, plenty of food vans and no queues at the drinks tents. There are highly visible cordoned-off areas of the forest. We have never stayed
overnight as we live so close, but have always stayed until the end, and found the exit plan safe and hassle free.
The Wildwood Disco is the highlight of the summer for us, and we often have friends come from all over the uk. Some stay until closing, some
just come for the afternoon / early evening. We have also been to the Wildwood Rumpus as a family, which was also excellent and the kids loved
it.
Good luck Vicky and the Wildwood team, we would be devastated if this lovely little event were to be cancelled.
Many thanks
Cathy Craske

I live in Linton actually on Horseheath Road so I'm fairly close to the festival site and the noise has never bothered me at all in fact when we
have been able to hear it its been during the day and we've enjoyed a little boogie round the garden! I have young children and it hasn't bothered
them either.
They are such great local events and you always see a lot of local people attending. Everyone is respectful to the forest and enjoying themselves
it would be a terrible shame for it to be cancelled.
My post code is CB21 .
Thanks guys! And good luck.
Abby x

I’m really disappointed to hear that people are suggesting
Pagethat
10the events at Horseheath cause any issues with noise
– we live in Linton and haven’t had any issues or problems and don’t know anyone here or in the surrounding villages

who have.
We’ve actually said that its fantastic that there are local events like these, when we have so much beautiful
countryside close by its crazy that we have to drive hours to get to any kind of decent event.
Our postcode is CB21 (we live at the top of Linton High Street) and we hope that the few killjoys are ignored and
you can continue giving happiness to loads of people, good luck!
Kindest regards
Alex Hannam
Director
Excel Technical Consulting
I’m on bartlow road in linton. When we had our babies we used to sit in the garden late and listen but had to listen very hard if that makes sense,
it certainly never disturbed us! Now we’ve had our first year there to actually enjoy it and hopefully many more.

I think it’s a brilliant event which brings the local villages together in a safe well organised way. I
love the mix of generations the most. The nostalgia to my festival days. I love that I got to share this
with my daughter. I met up with close friends who also came with their children all in their early
20’s. I don’t think any other event would bring together generations like this as well as wild woods.
Not having to travel is a real bonus. I wouldn’t bother going to a festival far Way as I’m on my way to
50. It’s only one day a year and people in the village hear a very distant sound of music if they stop
this then they should probably stop the Linton fireworks display as I can hear the man on the mic for
ages before the event and then that it is really loud. We all need to let some things go for the sake of
one or two days per year.
Cb21

Witness Statements
1) Harry Kay – Event Security
From: Harry Kay <harry@hksecurityandevents.co.uk>
Sent: 16 November 2020 13:55
To: Jackson Jane <Jane.Jackson@scambs.gov.uk>; Licensing (SCDC) <Licensing@scambs.gov.uk>
Cc: Jackson Jane <Jane.Jackson@scambs.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: Licensing ACT 2003 – Notice of Hearing
Dear South Cambridgeshire Licencing,
I would like to make a statement, regarding this hearing, that I, along with the event management team, ensured the
music was off by 2300hrs at the events concerned, and that we ensured music levels were such that customers did
not have to raise their voices.
Kind Regards
Harry Kay
Managing Director
HK Security and Event Services
07825773113
2) Luke Jones ‐ Event Attendee
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From: Luke Jones
Sent: 12 November 2020 16:13
To: licensing@scambs.gov.uk
Subject: Spaced Out Weekend
To whom it may concern at South Cambridgeshire Licensing Department.
I was one of the attendees at the Sunset Socials event, hosted by Wild Wood Events Ltd, on Saturday, 12th
September.
I attest that the music and subsequently all entertainment was stopped at 11pm on the dot. Never once did I feel
that the music reached a level whereby it became difficult to talk at a normal volume, and there was never a need to
raise ones voice. The event remained social distant and as an
attendee I felt very safe at all times.
Kind Regards
Luke Jones.
3) Tim and Miranda Parsons ‐ Event Attendees
From: Tim Parsons <timpar2109@googlemail.com>
Sent: 16 November 2020 16:26
To: Elissa Gold <elissa@thewildwoodrumpus.com>
Subject: Wild Wood Events Licensing Hearing
Dear South Cambridgeshire Licensing Department.
I attended Spaced Out Weekend, by Wild Wood Events Ltd on the weekend of 21 ‐ 23 August 2020 and can confirm
music was switched off at 11pm when the event finished. Music levels were kept low and attendees were very much
able to speak without shouting. Any suggestion to the contrary is clearly not correct.
Kind regards
Tim and Miranda Parsons

4) Lauren Stenhouse ‐ Event Attendee
Flat 140
Birch Court
Welwyn Garden City
Herts
AL7 4LP
Dear South Cambridgeshire Licensing Department,
I attended Sunset Socials, by Wild Wood Events Ltd, on Saturday 12th September and can confirm music was
switched off at 11pm when the event finished. Music levels were kept low and attendees were very much able to
speak without shouting. There were stringent measures in place as per Government regulations at the time. There
was ample space, social distancing was adhered to and there were staff on site at all times to manage the event to a
high standard ensuring the safety of everyone at the event so we were all able to have a wonderful time.
If you wish to speak with me further about this information or my attendance at this event please do not hesitate to
contact me using my contact details provided.
Warmed wishes,
Lauren Stenhouse
Email: lauren_elizabeth21@yahoo.com
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Home address: listed above

5) Hannah Ranken ‐ Event Attendee
From: Hannah Ranken <me_hannah@hotmail.com>
Sent: 16 November 2020 19:39
To: Elissa Gold <elissa@thewildwoodrumpus.com>
Subject: Dispute
Dear South Cambridgeshire Licensing Department.
I attended Spaced Out Weekend, by Wild Wood Events Ltd on the weekend of 21 ‐ 23 August 2020 I attended Sunset
Socials, by Wild Wood Events Ltd on Saturday, 12th September and can confirm music was switched off at 11pm
when the event finished. Music levels were kept low and attendees were very much able to speak without shouting.
Warm wishes,
Hannah

6) Michal Pollard ‐ Event Attendee
From: Michal Pollard <michal@bighairfilms.com>
Sent: 16 November 2020 20:17
To: Elissa Gold <elissa@thewildwoodrumpus.com>
Subject: Witness statement x
Hi there,
Last summer I went to Spaced Out Weekend, by Wild Wood Events Ltd. This was on the weekend of 21 ‐ 23 August
2020. I can 100% confirm that by 11pm the music stopped and the event finished. The music was kept quite low
because I remember not having to raise my voice at all while speaking to members of my bubble.
Best,
Michal Pollard
‐‐
Michal Pollard
michal@bighairfilms.com
https://www.rockmanpollarddesign.me/
www.bighairfilms.com
+44 7966 418193

7) Tracy Radzan ‐ Event Attendee
From: tracy radzan <tracyradzan@hotmail.com>
Sent: 16 November 2020 20:34
To: Elissa Gold <elissa@thewildwoodrumpus.com>
Subject: Fwd:
To whom it may concern ,
I attended the wild wood festival on the weekend of the 21st‐23rd august .
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I was physically present listening to the music and I can say categorically at bang on 11pm the music was stopped .

There was no ‘five minutes more ‘ that WAS IT !
The organisers were constantly going around monitoring and everyone was soo respectful and grateful to be able to
attend such a festival in such oppressive times .
This is GROSSLY unfair and simply UNTRUE .
This was one of the most well organised , monitored events I have ever been to and I am outraged that someone is
saying the music was loud or went past 11pm ?!!!!!! That’s RIDICULOUS and NOT TRUE .
Thank you ,
Tracy Radzan .
8 Daniel Pirie – Bar Manager
From: Dan Pirie <manualdaniel@googlemail.com>
Sent: 16 November 2020 22:38
To: Elissa Gold <elissa@thewildwoodrumpus.com>
Subject: Fwd: The Woodland Glade, Horesheath Racecourse, Linton, Cambs CB21 4QP
Regarding: The Woodland Glade, Horesheath Racecourse, Linton, Cambs CB21 4QP
Subject : Licencing for events on the above grounds
I was employed to work on the bar at Spaced Out (21‐23 August and Sunset Social (12th September. I can confirm
that the bar was closed at 11pm and the music was turned off at the same time as the bar closed. Last orders were
called 20 mins prior to the closure of the bar. The area was cleared quickly, by the time we had finished cleaning the
bar, the area was clear of people. When we arrived each morning to set up the bar, the area had been cleared of
waste. There was security present during the event and to assist with clearing the site at the end of each day. The bar
was positioned close to the stage and we could still hear ourselves talking behind the bar, without having to raise our
voices.
The bar had appropriate signage for Covid‐19 regulations and oeprated a one way system for safe service. The
seating area was appropriate spaced out with seating only at the event. There was a wash station to wash hands
close to the tables. The toilets were regularly cleaned and maintained hygienic throughout the event.
I hope this information helps regarding this subject.
Regards
Daniel Pirie

9) Taly Mosesson – Event Attendee
From:
Sent: 17 November 2020 01:35
To: Elissa Gold <elissa@thewildwoodrumpus.com>
Subject: Spaced out weekend
Dear South Cambridgeshire Licensing Department.
I would like to confirm that I attended ’Spaced Out Weekend, by Wild Wood Events Ltd’ on the weekend of 21 ‐ 23
August 2020 and I can confirm that the music was switched off at 11pm when the event finished. Throughout the
event, music levels were kept low and attendees were very much able to speak without shouting. There was hand
washing facilities and antibacterial hand wash available at all times throughout the event.

Kind regards,
Taly Mosesson
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Seb Fontaine – played 22nd August 9pm-11pm confirming time of swtich off and also confirming that music is switched off at 2am at our
main event.
I hope that you don’t mind me getting in touch but I do feel qualified to offer my view on the campaign against The Wildwood Disco and the
organisers.
I have quite a unique view on well run festivals as an artist/ entertainer and last summer was lucky enough to have performed at over 25 festivals.
I was first invited to perform at The Wildwood Disco three years ago and have been lucky enough to have played at every event since. I am
passionate about the environment and was instantly taken by the event’s attitude to looking after the woods and the dedication to providing a
small (and would always remain so), well run, friendly event for all ages. We even worked with a dedicated woodsman when building the stage,
well known for eco friendly structures, using sustainable materials (locally sourced) so nothing was harmed.
I also have a very real connection with Horsheath as my partner grew up there and her mother still lives next to the church. All her family
members have been to the festival and absolutely look forward to it every year, and see it as a very special event. Never has she heard the music
in the village and she was quite taken back by the campaign against The Wildwood Disco.
It has been a joy to work for such an eco friendly, small boutique festival. I have worked at the biggest festivals in the world from Glastonbury to
the Radio1 all dayers (from my time at the BBC) but The Wildwood Disco is my favourite.
Any suggestion that the music went on later than planned is misinformed. I personally said “good night and thank you” on the microphone at
2am on the dot last year, and was also last on at the small socially distanced event this summer. I pride myself as professional, and when I am
told what time the licensed music ends … it ends.
I am available should you need to confirm anything with me or need my help on any point with regards to the event.
Sorry to have taken up your valuable time, but events like this are just special, and I feel that some of the accusations are just not true.
Yours sincerely
Seb Fontaine
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