
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
Report To: Planning Portfolio Holder’s Meeting 11 December 2017 

Lead Officer: Joint Director for Planning and Economic Development 
 

 
 

South Cambridgeshire Brownfield Land Register 
 

Purpose 
 
1. To endorse the South Cambridgeshire Brownfield Land Register for publication on 

the Council’s website. 
 

2. This is not a key decision but is a document the Council is required to prepare and 

publish.  

 
Recommendations 

 

3. It is recommended that Planning Portfolio Holder endorse the South Cambridgeshire 

Brownfield Land Register 2017 in Appendix 1 for publication. 

 
Reasons for Recommendations 

 
4. Government has introduced a new requirement on Local Planning Authorities to 

prepare and publish a Brownfield Land Register by the end of December 2017. The 
Brownfield Land Register provides details of brownfield land which is considered 
appropriate for residential development. 

 
Background 

 
5. Brownfield land (or previously developed land1) has an important role to play in 

meeting the country’s need for new homes. The Government is supporting the 
regeneration of brownfield land for housing through a range of measures and wants 
to maximise the number of new homes built on suitable brownfield land. The purpose 
of brownfield land registers is to provide up-to-date and consistent publicly available 
information on sites that local authorities consider to be appropriate for residential 
development. 
 

6. In 2016 South Cambridgeshire District Council was one of a handful of local 
authorities to undertake the process of preparing a Pilot Brownfield Register in order 
to provide feedback to the Department for Communities and Local Government 
(DCLG) and inform legislation and guidance for the statutory brownfield register.    

                                                
1
 Brownfield land is defined in Annex 2 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

 - 
Previously developed land: Land which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, including the 
curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be assumed that the whole of the curtilage 
should be developed) and any associated fixed surface infrastructure. This excludes: land that is or 
has been occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land that has been developed for minerals 
extraction or waste disposal by landfill purposes where provision for restoration has been made 
through development control procedures; land in built-up areas such as private residential gardens, 
parks, recreation grounds and allotments; and land that was previously-developed but where the 
remains of the permanent structure or fixed surface structure have blended into the landscape in the 
process of time.    



 
7. In April 2017 the Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register) Regulations 

20172 came into force, requiring each local planning authority to prepare and publish 
a Brownfield Land Register by 31 December 2017 and update it on an at least annual 
basis.  
 

8. The DCLG published guidance at the end of July 2017 and in October 20173 to 
support local planning authorities in preparing and publishing Brownfield Land 
Registers. The guidance included a template for compiling the Brownfield Land 
Register (herein referred to as ‘The Register’). 

 
Considerations 

 
The Requirements 
 

9. The Regulations require that The Register includes brownfield land that accords with 
the NPPF definition1, and is kept in two parts:  
 
o Part 1 of The Register must include brownfield land the local planning 

authority has assessed as appropriate for residential development, meeting 
the following criteria:  
 

 0.25ha. / 5 dwellings or more (although it can also include smaller sites),  

 suitable in planning terms (in accordance with the National Planning Policy 
Framework and policies in the Development Plan),  

 available (the landowner / promoter has expressed an intention to sell or 
develop the land and there are no known impediments to it being delivered), 

 achievable (development is likely to start within 15 years).  
 
o The Council has the option to grant ‘permission in principle’ on any sites (in 

accordance with the Housing and Planning Act 20164). In such cases the sites 
must be entered into Part 2 of The Register and appropriate consultation, 
publicity and notification must be undertaken in accordance with the 
Regulations.  
 
(Note: there is no requirement to undertake consultation, publicity and 
notification for sites included in Part 1 of The Register). 

 
10. The Register must contain a prescribed list of information (the ‘Data Standard’), which 

is specified in Schedule 2 of the Regulations. Accordingly, The Register is compiled 
in a spreadsheet style, containing a series of rows (one for each site) where each row 
has a consistent set of 28 columns. Each column has been prescribed with a name 
and some have prescribed contents (from a list) whilst others allow ‘free text’.  
 

11. The majority of columns are applicable to all sites regardless of whether they fall into 
Part 1 or 2; for example, to provide details of the site such as the site reference, site 
name and address, details of its ownership and planning status, and planning history. 
Other columns will only be completed dependent upon whether the site is in Part 1 or 
Part 2; therefore, not every cell will be filled in each row.  

 

                                                
2
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/403/introduction/made  

3
 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/brownfield-land-registers  

4
 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2017/9780111152812  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/403/introduction/made
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/brownfield-land-registers
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2017/9780111152812


12. The Register (spreadsheet), together with map polygons for each site, must be 
published on the Council’s website in an ‘open data’ format; this will ensure nationally 
consistent information is available, accessible and capable of analysis. 

 
The South Cambridgeshire Brownfield Land Register 2017 
 

13. The South Cambridgeshire Brownfield Land Register 2017 included Appendix 1 has 
been compiled using the DCLG template and guidance to ensure it complies with the 
Regulations and ‘Data Standard’.  
 

14. All of the sites in The Register 2017 have planning permission or resolution to grant 
planning permission, and some are allocations from the adopted Development Plan. 
No allocations from the Submission South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2014 (with the 
exception of one site which has obtained planning permission) have been included as 
the plan does not have sufficient status until it is adopted; these can be considered 
for inclusion in a future Register. 
 

15. The Register includes 31 sites and three sites which are phases of larger housing 
allocations, which have been numbered as ‘sub-sites’ rather than given their own 
number, as outlined below:  
 

 Four of the sites included in The Register are sites allocated in the adopted Local 
Development Framework, as follows: 

 
o Bayer CropScience, Hauxton (Policy SP/8, Site Specific Policies Development 

Plan Document) - Site 17SC0004, 
o Fulbourn & Ida Darwin Hospitals, Fulbourn (Policy SP/9, Site Specific Policies 

Development Plan Document) - Site 17SC0008, 
o Northstowe (Northstowe Area Action Plan) - Site 17SC009, and  
o Cambridge East, Land North of Newmarket Road (Cambridge East Area Action 

Plan) - Site 17SC0030. 
 

 Three of these allocations are being delivered in phases; where each phase is 
numbered as a ‘sub-site’ reflecting the site number of the allocation it forms part of. 
For example Site 17SC0008a is one phase of the Fulbourn and Ida Darwin 
Hospital allocation Site 17SC0008.  

 

 One site allocated in the Submission Local Plan is also included; Green End, 
Gamlingay (Policy H/1:f) as it has outline planning permission. No other sites from 
the submitted Local Plan have been included as the plan does not have sufficient 
status until adopted. 

 

 The Register includes sites with extant planning permission, using planning 
application monitoring data to March 2016. However it does not include sites where 
it is recorded that development has begun on site, as they are no longer available. 

 
16. Where sites include both brownfield and greenfield land, sites have been included in 

their entirety. This means that the information in the 'SiteplanURL', 'Hectares', 
'PlanningHistory', 'MinNetDwellings', 'Development Description', 'Non-
HousingDevelopment' columns relate to the whole site. A note recording this has 
been added to the ‘Notes’ column for each of the five sites where this occurs. 

 
17. All of the sites in The Register have planning permission and have been entered into 

Part 1 of The Register. As a result, there is no need to consider whether to grant 
‘permission in principle’ (and enter sites into Part 2) or undertake consultation, 



publicity and notification (which is required for Part 2 only).This may be a 
consideration for future reviews.  
 
Options 

 

18. It is a legal requirement that the Council publishes a Brownfield Land Register. 

 
Implications 
 

19. In the writing of this report, taking into account financial, legal, staffing, risk 
management, equality and diversity, climate change, community safety and any other 
key issues, the following implications have been considered: - 

 
Financial 

20. There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. However, in future it 
is possible some sites included in The Register may be eligible to have ‘permission in 
principle’, which may result in a loss of income to the Council from ‘pre-app’ advice as 
any sites with permission in principle in the register may effectively ‘bypass’ this stage 
in the planning process. However, a fee is payable for technical details consent.  
 

 Legal 
21. Although not applicable in 2017, it is possible some sites included in The Register in 

future may be eligible to have ‘permission in principle’. 
 
 Staffing 
22. Brownfield Land Registers must be kept up to date on an annual basis. If ‘permission 

in principle’ is applied and sites are included in Part 2 of the register, additional staff 
time and resources will be required. Sites in Part 2 must be subject to appropriate 
consultation, publicity and notification in accordance with the Regulations. In addition, 
officers may need to identify specific issues which may need to be addressed for 
certain sites and/or inclusion of a development brief to inform the applicant in 
obtaining technical details consent.  

 
 Equality and Diversity 
23. Development on brownfield sites will need to comply with the adopted Development 

Plan, which has been the subject of an Equality Impact Assessment that 
demonstrates how potential equalities issues have been, and will be addressed.  

 
 Climate Change 
24. Development on brownfield sites will need to comply with the adopted Development 

Plan, which contains policies that support the delivery of sustainable development 
and addresses climate change issues consistent with national policy and guidance.  

 
Consultation responses (including from the Youth Council) 

 
25. None 
 

Effect on Strategic Aims 
 
Objective 1 – Living Well: Support our communities to remain in good health 
whilst continuing to protect the natural and built environment.  

 
26. The Council has a duty to secure sustainable development. This lies at the heart of 

national planning policy and covers all three aspects of sustainability – economic, 
social and environment. The Brownfield Land Register will enable sustainable 



development, with a focus on sustaining and enhancing the qualities of South 
Cambridgeshire that in national surveys consistently identify the District as one of the 
best places to live in the UK. 
 
Objective 2 - Homes For Our Future: Secure the delivery of a wide range of 
housing to meet the needs of existing and future communities 

 
27. Through the introduction of a Brownfield Land Register the Government considers 

that improving how matters of basic principle are dealt with in the planning system 
can help make the process more effective and support the delivery of new homes.  

 
Background Papers 
 

 The Town and Country Planning (Brownfield Land Register) Regulations 2017: 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/403/introduction/made 

 Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) Guidance to support 
local planning authorities in preparing and publishing brownfield land registers: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/brownfield-land-registers  

 DCLG national data standard for brownfield land registers: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/brownfield-land-registers-data-standard 

 The Housing and Planning Act 2016 (Permission in Principle etc) (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) (England) Regulations 2017: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2017/9780111152812  

 DCLG guidance about permission in principle: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/permission-in-principle  

 National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG, March 2012): 
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/  

 Planning Portfolio Holder Meeting 7June 2016 - Report on Pilot Brownfield Register: 
http://moderngov/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=1059&MId=6769&Ver=4  

 
Appendices 
 
Appendix 1 South Cambridgeshire Brownfield Land Register 2017  
 
Report Author:  Claire Spencer – Senior Planning Policy Officer 

Telephone: (01954) 713418 
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