SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held on
Wednesday, 8 May 2019 at 10.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors:

Councillor John Batchelor – Chairman
Councillor Pippa Heylings – Vice-Chairman
Dr. Martin Cahn
Peter Fane
Brian Milnes
Deborah Roberts
Nick Wright

Sue Ellington (substitute)
Bill Handley
Judith Rippeth
Heather Williams

Officers in attendance for all or part of the meeting:
Julie Ayre (Planning Team Leader (East)), John Koch (Planning Team Leader
(West)), Karen Pell-Coggins (Principal Planning Officer), Ian Senior (Democratic
Services Officer), Aaron Sands (Senior Planning Officer) and William Trotter
(Planning Enforcement Officer)
JOHN KOCH - PLANNING TEAM LEADER (WEST)
The Chairman announced that John Koch would be retiring on 10 May 2019 after 20
years’ service to South Cambridgeshire District Council. The Committee joined the
Chairman in giving Mr. Koch a round of applause.
1.

APOLOGIES
There were no Apologies for Absence.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor John Batchelor declared a Non-disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Minute 5
(S/2487/18/RM - Linton (Land to the North and South of Bartlow Road)). Councillor
Batchelor’s son, Councillor Henry Batchelor, had a business relationship with the
developer. In view of the legal advice he had received, Councillor John Batchelor would
withdraw to the public gallery, take no part in the debate, and would not vote. However,
South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Monitoring Officer had granted Councillor John
Batchelor a dispensation allowing him to address the Committee as a local Member.

3.

RECORDED VOTING
Upon the proposal of Councillor Brian Milnes, seconded by Councillor Judith Rippeth, the
Committee unanimously agreed that all substantive votes at the current Planning
Committee meeting should be recorded by name and / or number and name

4.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The Committee authorised the Chairman to sign, as a correct record, the Minutes of the
meeting held on 10 April 2019 subject to the following:
Minute 8 - S/4099/17/OL – Agritech
Councillor Judith Rippeth had left the meeting prior to this item and did not vote. The final
part of the Minute should therefore read as follows:

Planning Committee

Wednesday, 8 May 2019

“…(Councillors John Batchelor, Cahn, Fane, Heylings, Milnes, Topping. Heather
Williams and Wright voted in favour. Councillor Bradnam abstained. Having left the
meeting prior to this item, Councillor Judith Rippeth did not vote.”
The numbers voting should be adjusted accordingly.
5.

S/2487/18/RM - LINTON (LAND TO THE NORTH AND SOUTH OF BARTLOW ROAD)
Members visited the site on 9 April 2019.
Consideration of this application was begun, and adjourned until after Item 6 on the
agenda to enable Committee members to read additional written information. Councillor
Sue Ellington had left the meeting by the time consideration of this item resumed.
Councillor John Batchelor declared a Non-disclosable Pecuniary Interest because his son,
Councillor Henry Batchelor, had a business relationship with the developer. In view of the
legal advice he had received, Councillor John Batchelor withdrew to the public gallery,
took no part in the debate, and did not vote. However, South Cambridgeshire District
Council’s Monitoring Officer had granted Councillor John Batchelor a dispensation
allowing him to address the meeting as a local Member.
Councillor Pippa Heylings took the Chair and, by affirmation, Councillor Brian Milnes was
appointed as Vice-Chairman for this item.
The case officer updated the report.
Geoffrey Pearse (objector), Christopher Moore (applicant’s agent), Councillor Enid Bald
(Linton Parish Council) and Councillor John Batchelor (a local Member) addressed the
meeting.
Committee members were disappointed that the applicant had decided not to submit the
proposal to South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Design Enabling Panel. After further
debate, and by six votes to one with two abstentions, the Committee refused the
application contrary to the recommendation in the report from the Joint Director of
Planning and Economic Development. Members agreed the reasons for refusal as being
the adverse impact on character and appearance of the area, inadequate landscaping,
and the failure to distribute the affordable housing units throughout the development.
(Councillor Fane voted to approve the application. Councillors Cahn, Milnes, Rippeth,
Roberts, Heather Williams and Wright voted to refuse. Councillors Handley and Heylings
abstained. Councillors John Batchelor and Ellington did not vote.)

6.

S/0277/19/FL - LONGSTANTON (THE RETREAT, FEWS LANE)
Members visited the site on 7 May 2019.
The case officer reported that the Local Highways Authority had requested a Condition
relating to the surface material for Fews Lane. In paragraph 4 of the report, application
S/1498/15/FL related to The Elms and the Beeches rather than The Oaks and The
Beeches.
Daniel Fulton (objector) and Gerry Caddoo (supporter) addressed the meeting.
After a short debate, the Committee unanimously approved the application subject to
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1. the Conditions and Informatives referred to in the report from the Joint Director of
Planning and Economic Development;
2. An additional Condition relating to the surface treatment of Fews Lane as
discussed in paragraphs 47 and 48 of the said report; and
3. the final wording of Conditions and Informatives being agreed by officers in
consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman prior to the issuing of planning
permission.
7.

S/4276/18/FL - CAMBOURNE (38 ANSON ROAD)
Members visited the site on 7 May 2019.
Mark Hoorn (objector) addressed the meeting. The case officer read out statements from
Guoying Qi (objector) and Councillor Ruth Betson (a local Member).
Members identified and debated the following issues:







Overdevelopment of the site.
The impact on the character of the area and the street scene.
Detrimental effect on amenity of the neighbouring residential properties, including
in respect of overbearing impacts and overshadowing of neighbouring property.
Adverse impact on the quality of life and amenity of the application site, through
the loss of external amenity space.
Whether the development sets a precedent for similar development of other
properties in the area .
The applicant’s fall-back position with regards to permitted development rights.

The case officer confirmed permitted development rights were intact for the property, with
an exception in relation to the conversion of the garage, and advised that the assessment
had taken into account the potential impacts of a single storey extension erected utilising
those rights. The case officer also confirmed the Local Planning Authority was the
determining body with regards to parking and loss of parking spaces, and that the Local
Highway Authority had not objected, but had noted there may be impacts from the loss of
parking to be considered.
However, the Vice-Chairman said it would be difficult to defend refusal based on adverse
impact in terms of residential amenity of neighbouring property or visual impacts, and the
Local Highways Authority had not objected to the proposed development in terms of
highway safety due to the loss of parking.
By six votes to four, the Committee approved the application subject to the Conditions
referred to in the report from the Joint Director of Planning and Economic Development,
the final wording of which would be agreed by officers in consultation with the Chairman
and Vice Chairman prior to the issuing of planning permission.
(Councillors John Batchelor, Cahn, Fane, Handley, Heylings and Wright voted to approve
the application. Councillors Milnes, Rippeth, Roberts and Heather Williams voted for
refusal. Councillor Ellington was not present and did not vote.)
8.

ENFORCEMENT REPORT
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The Committee received and noted an Update on enforcement action.
9.

APPEALS AGAINST PLANNING DECISIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ACTION
The Committee received and noted a report on appeals against planning decisions and
enforcement action.
The Meeting ended at 2.35 p.m.

