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S/2030/04/F - Fulbourn 

Extension to Nursing Home Together with Additional Car-Parking at Home Close 
Nursing Home, Cow Lane for Abbott Healthcare plc 

 
Recommendation: Approval 

Date for Determination: 31st December 2004 
 

Conservation Area 
 
1. The above application was deferred at the December Committee (Item 16) to enable 

Members to visit the site; this will take place on Tuesday 4th January 2005. 
 

Up-Date (1) 
 

2. The Council’s Ecology Officer advises me that there is evidence of at least one 
bird’s nest in the canopy of one of the large sycamore trees which certainly contribute 
to the site’s biodiversity value.  Any approval should be conditioned to provide 
artificial nest boxes. 

 
Up-Date (2) 

 
3. Councillor Scarr, who was unable to attend the December Committee, comments: 

 
“1. This development will, if permitted, cause the home to be extended to 73 rooms 

and give it the proportions of a small hospital; 
 
2. I do not believe that an establishment of this nature will be sustainable on this 

site because: 
 
2.1 Fulbourn is in the ‘travel to work area’ of two local hospitals (Fulbourn and 

Addenbrookes).  Both hospitals can be reached from the village by bus, and the 
only route to Home Close also serves both hospitals.   

 
2.2 Following on from this, who will work at the home?  Fulbourn and its catchment area 

is well-served for hospital employment, which is likely to be better-paid than here. 
 
3. The site exits onto a busy road through the village at a bend, and over-

development will put more traffic onto the village streets. 
 
In view of this, I hope that Committee will be minded to refuse the application on 
traffic grounds, sustainability grounds, and development inappropriate in a 
Conservation Area.”  

 
Up-Date (3) 

 
4. Although recommended previously for a delegated approval, officers were concerned 

with two issues.  The first was the proximity of the bedroom block to two large 



sycamore trees, both the subject of TPOs, to which the Trees and Landscape Officer 
strongly objected.  The second issue was the formation of a new car-park in the 
garden adjacent the front bedroom wing. 

 
5. Revised plans, which followed discussions with officers, were received the day 

before the December Committee. 
 
6. The Conservation and Design Officer is happy with the revised plans but feels that 

the north-eastern ‘splayed’ gable could be better designed.  Sketch alternatives have 
been sent to the Agent for comment. 

 
7. The Trees and Landscape Officer has no objections but requests conditions, in the 

event that the scheme is approved, for protective fencing during the period of 
construction and details of footway construction to protect any shallow roots. 

 
8. The revised plans have also been sent to Fulbourn Parish Council and immediate 

neighbours.  Comments will be reported verbally. 
 

Planning Comments 
 
9. The key issues are the effect on the Conservation Area and the Trees. 
 
10. The revised plans overcome the officers previous concerns although I would expect 

the Parish Council to maintain its objection. 
 
11. Subject to the further revision of the ‘splayed’ gable, approval is recommended. 
 

Recommendation 
 
12. Approval, as amended, subject to the conditions proposed on the December Report 

and conditions requiring tree protection, construction details of footpaths and 
provision of bird boxes. 

 
Reasons for Approval 
 
1. The development is considered generally to accord with the Development 

Plan and particularly the following policies: 
 

 Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Structure Plan 2003:  
P1/2 (Environmental restrictions on development), P1/3 (Sustainable 
design in built development) and P7/6 (Historic Built Environment); 

 South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2004:  
HG9 (Residential Care Homes) and EN30 (Development in or adjacent to 
Conservation Areas)  

 
2. The development is not considered to be significantly detrimental to the 

following material planning considerations, which have been raised during the 
consultation exercise:  Conservation Area, traffic, car parking and residential 
amenities, wildlife, and sewage system. 

 
Background Papers: the following background papers were used in the preparation of this 
report:  
 

 South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 2004 



 Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Structure Plan 2003 

 Planning file Ref: S/2030/04/F and S/0880/04/F 
 
Contact Officer:  Jem Belcham – Area Planning Officer  

Telephone: (01954) 713 252 


